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The eme great rule 
of compesition is to 
speak the truth. 


—Thoreau 


Vol. 49 


TEXAS, MAY 31, 1957 


An Independent Liberal Weekly Newspaper 





AUSTIN |! 


Did Sen. Dorsey Harde-| 
man, some of his Senate col-| 
leagues, and Lt. Gov. Ben! 
Ramsey really kill the lobby| 
bill, or did it die, as Harde-' 
man said, because it wasn’t) 
any good the way the House! 
passed it? | 

That will be a Number One 
question for the special session of | 
the legislature Gov. Price Daniel 
has announced he will call later 
this year for lobbyist control, reg- 
istration of those who practice | 
before state agencies, completion | 
of his water program, and estab- 
lishment of a statewide law en- 
forcement commission. 

In an unusually candid Ob- 
server interview, Hardeman told 
why he refused to accept any of 
the compromises the House con- 
ferees, in desperation, offered } 
him. 

Why, he was asked, was he op- 
posed to lobbyists being required 
to report their total expenditures? 

“T am for that if they limit it 
to what they spend it for, with a 
complete itemized breakdown,” 
he said. “You take a lobbyist re- 
ports $4,000, he goes up before a 








grand jury, and they ask him, 
who’d you spend that on? He; 
says Hardeman ...” (and here) 


Hardeman named two other sen- | 
ators) “... and then he says, ‘I 
can’t remember the others.’ Then 
where are you? .... Suppose they | 
want to blackmail you?” 

Reps. Zeke Zbranek, Daisetta, | 
the author of the House bill regis- 
tering lobbyists, Charles Hughes, | 
Sherman, and Frates Seeligson, | 





Charles Hughes 


Accuses the Senate 


San Antonio, had been meeting 
with Hardeman for weeks trying 
to get a bill they felt would work. 

Lt. Gov, Ramsey had appointed 
Sens. Ottis Lock, Lufkin, Ward- 
low Lane, Center, R. C. Weinert, 
Seguin, and Charles Herring, 
Austin, 
mittee with Hardeman, but they 
had delegated to Hardeman full 
authority to act for them. (Her- 
ring was outvoted.) 

Finally, the next to last day of 


the session, Seeligson gave Har-| 


deman the word that Hughes and 
Zbranek were ready to take the 
floor and attack him for ob- 
structing the bill if he wouldn't 
give. House conferees said he told 
Seeligson he would turn the bill 





over to Claude Gilmer, a power- 
ful free-lance lobbyist, and see if 
something couldn’t be worked 
out overnight, When the Observer 
asked him about this later, he 
responded: “I just said I was go- 
ing to supper with Claude Gil- 
mer and I was gonna study it.” 


hours before the legislature for- 
mally ended, Seeligson, a multi- 
millionaire San Antonian, rose as 
chairman of the conference com- 
mittee from the House on the 
matter and announced: “I regret 
|to inform the House that H.B. 10 
lis dead.” 
| 

The Senate version, Seeligson | 
said, would register the lobbyists’ 
but would require no reports be- 
tween legislative sessions. Fur-; 
thermore, it would _ require 
reports “only on expenditures of 





on the conference com-| 


$25 per person on any single item 
on any single occasion on any 
|single member of the House.” 
| (This was Hardeman’s proposal.) | 
, “In essence such a bill would ac-'! 
| complish nothing,” he said. “As a 
|matter of practice there would 
|never be any costs reported.” 

House conferees had agreed to 
drop interim reports by the lob-, 
| byists if the Senate would drop 
its provision that everybody who | 


At two-thirty, three and a half, % 





Dorsey Hardeman 
Dinner with Gil 


total expenditu 
cluded. 
ZBRANEK, wh¢ 
ing several day: 
attitude, 
lege. 
“The integrity < 


rose on 


| the House of Repr« 


| tried to influence legislation, in- 
cluding constituents, would have 
to register as_ lobbyists. “we | 
| traded a very integral part of the | 
‘bill for some _ unconstitutional | 
| language,” Seeligson said. But the} 
|House could not agree to drop | 


at stake and is g 

tacked,” he said. Ti 
tried to get a measu! 
not be a “shell of a 
lobbyists’ activities 

public scrutiny.” B 
man’s insistence, H¢« 
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Hardeman Key to Lobby Bil! 


We will serve no 
group or party but 
will hew hard to the 


truth as we find tt 
and the right as we 

see tt 

per copy No, 3 

ee to an amendment in the 
enate to register everybody 
who talked to you about legisla- 
whether old age pension- 
or students about college tui- 
n, they would be in the same 
tegory the biggest lobbyist 
e, the crooked ones and the 
1onest ones.” This, shouted 
Zbranek, was a “fantastic” pro- 
posal for “a supposedly conscien- 


tious legislator to make.” 


Hardeman also “fixed it so 
there would never be any reports 
Zbranek said. 


maqade, 


It was frustrating to try to 
work with Hardeman, he said. “It 
was just like trying to negotiate 


at the Geneva conference. He ied 
to believe he might make an 
would draw it up 
night, hopeful, but he turned 
each and every time.” 
and 
didn’t want a 
bill that 
any of their activi- 
ties to the public view,” 
Zbranek said. “We decided to tell 
» killed lobby registration 
Senator Hardeman. 
they might blackmail 
us to be blamed 
e, and I’m sure he’s sin- 
ere bout that’—applause inter- 
pted him here—‘Well, 


reement, we 


“Th Senate specifically 
Hardeman 
was 


lobby registration 


onna make 


cause 


I’m not 
fraid of that”—and laughter and 
cries of “Pour it on, Zeke,” 


eached him. He said lobby con- 
trols were in force in other states 


ind there was “not one single 
case of blackmail.” 
Zbranek’s speech was ap- 


(Continued on Page 4) 


The 55th: A Start Toward Reform 


AUSTIN . 

Out of its trading, bluffing, | 
threats, trickery, and broiling 
debate, the 55th legislature, 
brought into being important 
new laws and left in limbo 
important old problems. 

It made a fitful start toward 
reforming itself, asking the peo- 
ple if they want annual sessions 
and annual pay of $7,500 for their 
legislators and passing a code of 
ethics which, though devoid of 
enforcement provisions, is already 
having an impact on the state 
government. But it did not act on 
the lobbyist control bill and reg- 
istration of legislatiors practicing 
law before state agencies. 

It brought into being a new 
securities agency to regulate the 
issuance and sale of insurance and 
stock securities. It gave Gov. Dan- 
iel permission and authority to 
entirely replace the Insurance 
Commission (page 8). It passed a 
congressional redistricting bill 
which gives Harris County an ex- 
tra congressman and narrows the 
Tarrant County-based district to 
the big-city county itself. 

The most dramatic, if not the 
most important story of the ses- 
sion was the House passage, and 
then the filibuster-based Senate 
opposition, to the segregation 
bills. Eleven passed the House; 
two only passed the Senate (page 
5). 

Killed off in the last week was 
Sen. George Parkhouse’s $100 
million bond plan for the pur- 





chase of water storage space be- 


hind federal dams. Sen. Ottis 
Lock filibustered it to death in 
the Senate in the closing hours 


after the House had refused to}! 


give it the necessary 100 votes. 
Opposition came from at least 
two sources: rural elements who 
wanted water use priority assured 
for riverbank farmers and people 
who worried about the profits 
that were to be made on the 
bonds for which the bill set no 
interest rate limit. The Legisla- 
ture finally approved a public 
vote on a $200 million fund for 
local water projects. 

Sen. Bill Fly, Victoria, was 
never able to get enough Senate 
votes to pass the House-approved 
hike in the trucks’ highway load 
limit from 58,420 to 72,000 pounds. 
No serious attempt was made to 
pass the Governor’s statewide 
law enforcement commission 
through a skeptical Senate. The 
railroad employees’ bill to re- 
quire the Railroad Commission 
to consider public convenience in 


passing on requests for passenger } 


train discontinuances was ruled 
constitutional by the Attorney 
General too late for final passage. 
The Senate also killed a tax cut 
for the 7-11 stores and other 
small chain stores. 

The League of Women Voters 
won approval of a study of re- 


vising the Texas Constitution. 
The session created a state tax 
study commission, which it is 


generally assumed will rely on 
the industry-financed Texas Re- 
search League for its research. 


vee 


Gov. Daniel plans to call a _) 
cial session about October to take 
;up lobby control, registration of | 





‘those practicing before state a-| bonds for the 


gencies, water legislation, and 
the law enforcement commission. 


At a press conference this week 
he revealed a new plan he has for 
the purpose of purchasing water 
storage space. A special session 








cannot propose constitutional 





'instead of 





Senator George Parkhouse 
Bats .500 on Water Program; Special Session Coming 


amendments, Therefore hs ants 
a new statewide water district to 
be created and authorized to issue 

purchase he 


storage space. 


Welfare 


The session alleviated the woes 
of the aged, the totally disabled, 
migrant workers, and alcoholics; 


it set out to emphasize treatment 
incarceration of the 


| oners; 


; ance. 


mentally ill and correction instead 
of punishment of the state’s pris- 
it swept away legal bar- 
riers to authorize Texas cities to 
use federal funds for slum clear- 
But it defeated control of 
loan sharks who have caused 
Texas to be dubbed “the Loan 


_Shark State.” 





A constitutional amendment au- 
thorized for public consideration 
would raise the total welfare ceil- 
ing from $42 million to $47 mil- 
lion and increase the state con- 
tribution to old age pensions from 
$20 to $25 

Passed and certified was an ap- 
propriation of $3.9 million for the 


| permanently and totally disabled 








| citizens of the state to carry out 


the constitutional amendment the 
voters adopted in 1956. 

A resolution was passed calling 
for a public vote on setting up a 
state plan for accepting available 
federal money for medical pay- 
ments for the needy aged. 

In the closing weeks the legis- 
lature created a Texas Council on 
Migrant Labor and appropriated 


$10,000 for its preliminary re- 
search. 
The state commission on alco- 


holism was granted a generous 
$235,000 appropriation. 
The solons passed a new mental 


| health code and provided for new 


outpatient clinics, a new $2 mil- 
lion research hospital on mental 
iliness, a new $2 million school 
for the mentally retarded, a re- 
definition of mentally retarded 
children so they may get more 
(Continued on Page 4) 











Let those jlatt 


ho fear, it is net an American art. 


—JEFFERSON 


ooking Wack 


oe 1 era or t st 
t ; lewpornt the 55tl ature 
Was a success. Lo succeed a legts 
ture eed Pass eve 200d I 
before it; b must pass many of 
them. This the 55th did. Yet be 
cause the future is susceptible to the 
works of man, and the past n 
We bevin oO eview with the 
mo conspicuous res of this 
vene V successtit Sess ] 
ITV he deteat ot the boy Con 
vy Sen. Dorsey Hardeman 
east Six ‘sy einit v 
c eagues es t OVE hadow n 
C t ec st Ls ere 
Ly sing » reg ( n sharks 
I ermiitte y al the state 
\ unregulated €21s 
ture comnutted its most reprehens 
ble act. Control of the slarks under 
i new sma an agency must be 
come the No. 1 legislative opyective 
the rf | s@ss1on 
( r the ¢ rile was 
thwa by Dorsey H ( 
San Angelo. Whenever he rises in a 
public place or passes through the 
street, let the pe yple say, 1 le killed 
lobbyist controls.” His hypocritical 
opposition to a reform demanded by 
every responsible leader lexas 


disqualifies him tor further 


election to public oftice. 
Che legislature refuse ) o 
toa tte the bill tor the regist 
) y members as a cond 
their p cipati party affairs 
Speaker Carr and Lt. G Ramise 
ht ¢ ’ 


ought to be asked why ; 
this elementary re- 
‘ement tor party honesty 

[MA said no, the 
committee, meeting for 
t t time last week, 
killed off the bill tor industrial 
safety standards without so much as 
a passing murmur for the quarter of 


a million 


because the 
Senate iabor 


} 7 Tt na | ¢ 
the first and last 


[Texans who are hurt on 
year. Apparently they 


interested in preventing 


the maiming of workers. Let then 
answer to their pe ple t 

\ reeret tl the e 
r VI $ br Senate le 
bill to let the Railroad Commission 


ence in dis- 
passenger train runs; 
hat the Senate killed the bill to reg- 
ister legislators practicing law be- 
fore state agencies ; and that the leg- 
islature passed, in the closing days, 
a $30 miilion whereby the 
federal government (primarily 

must pay utility companies and mu- 
nicipalities for moving: their equip- 


Consider public conven 


continuing 
+ 
tl 


veawav 


ment on highway rights of way. 

BUT THE LEGISLATURE de- 
serves every credit for the good 
things it did do. It asked the people 
to raise the state welfare ceiling 
from $42 to $47 million and the old 
age state grant from $20 to $25; 
it appropriated $4 million for the 
totally disabled; it asked the people 
to accept federal grants for medical 
payments to the needy aged; it es- 
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tablished a council on migrant 


a well-fi- 


uiced commission to combat alco- 


rkers; it provided tor 


In mental health m phi 
important 


taken. The legislature begins now to 


and pris 


losophy, strides were 


“>t sat switl the “ol rict ind 
catch up With The sociologists all 


psychiatrists by stressing treatment 
i1 incarceration for mental 


(creating a new mental ill- 
hospital, providing 
the mentally re- 


patients 
ness research 

care tor 
tarded, providing more doctors) 
instead of punish- 
providing 


ind correction 
ment for state prisoners 
ng-needed paid parole supervi- 


previous legislatures re- 
fused to permit cities to deal with 
slum 
clearance program, but this legisla- 

re said all right. And it went fur- 

er: it authorized the State Depart- 
ment of Health to help cities of less 
25,000 people with their plan- 


he tederal government on a 


" 1 
th } 


ning and to accept federal housing 
grants for them. 

fhe most important reform in 
“the system,” annual session and 
annual salaries of $7,500 for legis- 
lators, goes to the people for final 
lecision. Every citizen interested in 
| should work for 
polls. As tor the 


7 
it amounts to aimost 


vernment 
at the 
“le of ethics, 
thing, except that it requires cer- 
in disclosures of interest conflicts; 
ut it can be improved upon in the 


lhe legislature was tairly gener- 
us with people dependent on it for 
their livelihoods. Teachers will get 
more a year, some superin- 
tendents and principals $120 more a 
members of college faculties 
receive raises averaging $1,00U a 
year: state employes and judges got 

f -aises. Teachers’ retirement 
ened and enlarged. 
con men and promot- 


S3UU 


vear , 


. ; 
sgislature created a new 

= . 
iwency on securities. Notice was 
= } a tha ) ee | 7 “ante : 
served on the Board of Control it 
Must tighten up its buying proce- 
dures or face searching inguiry. 


Fort 


nearly 


Houston an \orth were 
given more proportional 
voices in the selection of Texas con- 
The insurance commis- 
sion was given more examiners. 

\ good start was made for state 
help for local water conservation 
projects, but the legislature foun- 
dered when rural interests de- 
manded guaranteed water priorities 
and let the reservoir-space buying 
proposal die. 

WE MUST CLOSE with a skep- 
tical note. The claim that “no new 
taxes’’ were passed is deceptive. 

The doubled college tuition lays a 
head tax on college students. This 
was a disgraceful way to raise 
money in a state bubbling with cor- 
porate wealth. The $12 million raid 
on the permanent school fund is a 

(Foot of next column, please) 


gressmen. 





‘Rejoice, Governor! Now All This Is Yours!’ 










ent 


Bartlett Appears Exclusively in the 
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Hangers Sans Suits 


.... Jerry Holleman of the TSFL 
gives labor’s position on the legisla- 
ture: it fell short of many goals, 
but passed “a number of progres- 
sive measures” and did not pass or 
even consider more labor-restrict- 
ing bills. 


At the very moment when 
Senate conferees were balking on 
Gov. Daniel’s insurance commission 
reorganization, Ed Clark, potent 
lobbyist who also opposed it, was in 
the hall behind the Senate chamber. 


Hubert Hudson, oi 
Brownsville, helped Senate arti- 
segregationists rally last-gasp votes 
against the segregation bills when 
they counted the most. 


Sen. 


.... An interim House committee 
will study a plan to move the press 
corps into the gallery. A complete 
air conditioning of the Capitol is 
scheduled for completion by No- 
vember, 1958. A picture of Eisen- 
hower is to be hung in the Senate, 
while many others will be taken 
down. 


.... After the impressive turnout 
at the DOT convention, Gov. Dan- 
jel made no further effort to get the 
bill to prohibit the DOT name 
passed. 


.... The Fort Worth Star Tele- 
eram two “highly-to-be-re- 
eretted casualties” of the legislative 
session, lobbyist registration and 
registration of legislators who rep- 
resent clients for pay before state 
agencies. 

. The Dallas Morning News 
has decided that perhaps there is 
need for some additional controls 


lists 


on insurance companies. Pointing 
to indictment of BenJack Cage and 
other insurance firm officials, it says 


.... the fact that the jury found 
enough evidence to make the indict- 
ments is disquieting. It suggests 
that the Texas Legislature acted 
10ne too soon in tightening state 
laws 


.... “We wish he had not signed 
them,” the Corpus Christi Caller- 
Times commented on Governor 
Daniel’s approval of the segregation 
bills. “He laid himself open to the 
charge that he aligned himself 
against the Negro minority — and 
by implication against other minor- 
ities seeking to enlarge their share 


The Listening Post 





of participation in the economic and 
political life of Texas.” 


.... Segregation leader Rep. 
Jerry Sadler, Percilla, offered Wag- 
goner Carr support from the East 
Texas delegation for re-election as 
House Speaker if he would name 
Sadler chairman of the interim in- 
vestigating committee. Carr said no. 
Sadler is backing Joe Burkett, Jr., 
of Kerrville. 


As they headed home, law- 
makers were given coat hangers by 
the Texas Laundry and Dry Clean- 
ers Association. Attached to the 
hangers was a note: “Sorry we 
couldn’t put a suit on them.” One 
legislator said: “See? The pressure 


does some good. 





harrurr 


Texas, under the act of March 3, 1879. 

We will serve no group or party but 
will hew hard to the truth as we find it 
and the right as we see it. We are dedi- 
cated to the whole truth, to human val- 
ues above all interests, to the rights of 
man as the foundation of democracy; 
we will take orders from none but our 
own conscience, and never will we over- 
look or misrepresent the truth to serve 
the interests of the powerful or cater to 
the ignoble in the human spirit. 


Editorial and business office: 504 West 
24th St., Austin, Texas. Phone GReen- 
wood 7-0746. 


corrosive attack on the foundations 
of public education in Texas — an 
attack for which Gov. Daniel and 
the legislative majority must an- 
swer to posterity. The $8 million in- 
crease on the costs of automobile 
driving was a serious breach of 
public faith: it was rammed through 
without proper hearings on alter- 
nate methods of financing. And the 
hunting and fishing license in- 
creases were simply more disguised 
taxes on the people to avoid taxes 
on the corporations. 

In the sneaky way it raised its 
money; in its laxness while a Sen- 





ate minority killed lobby control; in 
its retreat from its responsibility to 
protect the desperate poor from 
loan sharks; in its final passage of 
unconstitutional segregation legisla- 
tion, and in its refusal to provide for 
honesty in Texas party affairs, the 
legislature fell short of its historic 
call. But in its welfare legislation, 
its slum clearance law, its provision 
for annual sessions and salaries for 
future legislatures, and its generos- 
ity with people serving the state, the 
55th earned a secure standing with 
the people. 
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AUSTIN 

Only by the most desperate strat- 
agems—reneging on debts for a 
time, putting a head tax on stu- 
dents, raising car and_ sports li- 
cense fees—did the legislature stave 
off new taxes this session. By 1959 
the growing population and nor- 
mally expanding state services will 
make foregone not only new taxes, 
but some kind of New Look at 
taxes. Will it be a sales tax or an 
income tax or a corporate profits 
tax? 


The legislature tossed that ques- 
tion to the Texas Research League, 
a private research outfit financed 
mainly by large business concerns. 
As some senators warned, that was 
the tip-off. Some of them fear the 
League will aim its statistics ballis- 
tics at the local and county tax 
levels to avoid the obvious conclu- 
sion that basic reform based on 
ability to pay is needed on the state 
level. This may be entirely unjust; 
time only will tell that. But those 
interested in preventing more sales 
taxes or having Texas adopt a tax 
pattern based on corporate profits 
had better get about their own re- 
searchings and be ready for a grand 
melee in the 1959 session. 

+ 

In the fall the legislature will 
be under great pressure for lobby 
reform. The disgrace of the current 
session will be the whipping-boy-in- 
chief in the summer elections. Now, 


when control comes, it will come 
with a vengeance. 
* 

We presume that from now to 


1959 the press will have to ¢o on 
exposing loan sharks. This is a 
task. They are such a glib 
and cunning blot of people; and be 
hind their businesslike ways there 
lurks such a congenitally threaten 
ing manner. They deal day to day 
with the desperate and the dumb, 
and soon enough they their 
decency, and_ therefore 
their ability to convince with their 
politeness. 

We presume it will also be neces- 
sary to work a little harder to dem- 
onstrate that the loan sharks are 
often merely sub-stations of the 
banks, like “seconds” outlets for the 
better shoe stores. The banks are 
too crafty to make small loans to 
the really needy at respectable rates 
of interest, and too dignified to 
make them at loan shark rates. It 
will be interesting to see if the fig- 


dreary 


lose 
sense of 


ures on how many sharks are fi- 
nanced by the banks can be ex- 
tracted from the vaselined statis- 
tics in which they are now con 
cealed. 

+ 


That this was a transitional ses- 
sion is especially clear in the labor 
area. Not only was very little puni- 
tive legislation introduced, the bill 
by Sen. Culp Krueger to deprive 
jobless men of their first week’s un- 
employment compensation was 
killed, and a workmen’s compensa- 
tion bill that seems to have some 
obscure chance of turning out to be 
fair to the workers passed. Next 
session perhaps the state will pro- 
vide for workers and management 
in intrastate commerce the same or 
similar arbitration which the fed- 
eral government now provides in 
interstate commerce. Perhaps the 
legislators will even yield to a law 
to set up methods for the preven- 
tion of the 250,000 mishaps which 
injure workers on the job in Texas 
every year. 

- 

We read with stark amazement 
an essay by Ed C. Burris, head of 
the Texas Manufacturers’ Assn. 
lobby, in the May issue of the 
TMA’s official organ. “The Danger 
of Parties in the State.” it says. 
Listen to Mr. Burris: 

“There are many able leaders in 
our state who ... are advocating the 
two-party system .... Were it pos- 
sible to confine the ‘two-party ef- 
fort’ to the national arena, there 
would be little cause for fear; but 
it is the effect such a move may 
have upon state government that 
forces the chills of agony up and 


AND NOW, ’59 


down the spines of many thinking 
Texans. 


“Texas by comparison has good 
government This system of 
good government is founded, for all 
practical purposes, upon a no-party 
system. In Texas everything is 
done within the framework of the 
Democratic Party, which simply 
means that no candidate has party 
support; each is ‘on his own.’ 


“If a second party begins to build 
strength the second party, if it 
is conservative, can grow and ex- 
pand only by attracting supporters 
from the conservative wing of the 
Democratic Party. Such a move 
would tend to split the conservative 
forces and, as a result, permit the 
‘liberals’ to win complete control of 
the Democratic Party machinery 

As a result the affairs of our 


state might easily fall into the 


His Honor 


AUSTIN 

It is interesting that George Roy 
Clough, one of our favorite person- 
alities, has been re-elected as mayor 
of Galveston. Whether one agrees 
vith his pro-gambling philosophy, 
no one can deny that His Honor is 
one of the most colorful individual- 

ists in Texas municipal history. 
What other politician of our day 
would dare take on such frighten- 
ing antagonists as the United Fund 
and the Chamber of Commerce and 
whip them all over the lot? Ill-ad- 
not, Clough branded the 
United Fund “a racket” 
in public addresses his own 
Leaders of the United 


V 1S¢ d or 
.—- o 
(saiveston 
over 


radio station. 


Fund stormed back with full page 
ads in the Galvestoin newspapers, 
denying the accusations and criti- 
cisinge the mayor just two weeks 


before election. Clough asked who 
was footing the bill for the ads; he 
wanted to know if they were being 
paid for with United Fund money. 
~ His Honor had several set-tos 
with the Chamber of Commerce. 
One of them came when the cham- 
ber, trying to give the public a pic- 
ture of righteousness, went on re- 
cord in favor of cleaning up gam- 
bling and prostitution. The mayor 
exposed the plan for what it was: 
not a sincere effort to clean up Gal- 
veston, but a hoax to let the isle 
continue without any change of pol- 
icy while the people were handed 
the phony impression it had been 
purified. He told Chamber of Com- 
merce leaders that as businessmen 
they wouldn’t stand for him or any- 
one else closing down Galveston So 
the Chamber of Commerce wheels 
went out and helped form a “peo- 
ple’s” ticket to blast His Honor out 
of office. 


Conventions have been stolen, 


idates have been given “the 

count,’ legislatures have been 

and auctioned off, flagrant 

hands of ‘vengeful left-wingers’ a1 ption in office has been mini- 
business would suffer = and rationalized from the 
: 7” ae at e’s most august seats of govern- 

_ eurris then quotes George \ Republicans have aborted the 
ington warning against th ‘| t of Democrats in the open 
ful effects of the spirit of party ratic primaries, then turned 
erally.” Concludes Burris: “Geo nd and voted for their own 
Washington was speaking to a { nees in the general election. 


ple which refused to heed hi 


: ; plied thousands of people have 
vice; and the truthfulness o 


utterly confused, and even 


prediction is too much in evider they read their big-city 
At least we have well in advar vith trust and avid hope, 

of the 1959 session the official re never quite able to tell 

line against a _ two-party aying what for which inter 

which the responsible leads 

both the Democratic and Rep rse the TMA doesn’t want 

can parties now advocate. The b party system in Texas—or 

that can be said for the line ted t either. In a va 

it takes courage to be 99 backy party politics, the strongest 
“Everything is done withit nterest in the state. In 

framework of the Dem th rules. It is good 

Party.” How true! What ting so well in ad 

been done in Texas in the name oht 

that venerable and plastic RONNIE DUGGER 
Clough, Two to One 
During the heat of the cam it, fe ive been so 

Atty. Gen. Will Wilson was it ! wonsive to the 

to Galveston to make a speec! ry i the =treet 

bout how it was his duty to r or creed. 

up the county. Among many 

things, Wilson made it cl L ( ( 

reason he felt compelled subscribe 

up Galveston, and not some losophy. We helieve 

other Texas cities which alsé } 1 | said 

eambling, was that it’s th thi ndicated gat 

place where the mayor | 1 

stated he doesn’t intend to « e recognize t hi: 

gambling laws. Hi peecl ' maioritv. « the 

thought by some to be el eston favor cont 

lated to chalk up a lot of C1 t. the “ 

of Commerce votes. ; t even , 

BUT THE PEO! have let such opera 

Galveston weren't buying. Cl e. This cor sider tiie 

was re-elected with a sligl , ma -e choice 

than 50 percent of the tot BOB BI i 

He polled 7,855 ballots to 5,0 os saolociiteistaonnamecat 

his nearest opponent and 2,] 

the third man. His margin w: erpts from an editorial in the 

siderably wider than when | 23 San Antonio Express: 


nally defeated Herbert Cartw1 


. . . ° «&e " Or a , 
Jr., indicating he has gait Senator Hardeman’s Role 


rae To Kill Lobby Controls” 
a natne ime Dhwcliasemes, aden 
Thus opens another chapt = lorsey Hardemi Ss 
P ° “nae ot Na re > 1" r drew 
the incredible political hist : an Angelo, obviously “ 
. cl ean > 3AAC slactead 
Mayor Clough, who won the j k be a Hi ~~ elected to 
7 e fort vith the tatal amend- 


the first place because he g 
ous when the former mayor 


his water cut off because of 


signed to make the widely- 


Ided lobby control bill irefect- 


pute over his water bill. impotent 

As in his first term, Hi: he is the spokesman for a 
Clough will probably continu s little group that has demon- 
— = the most misundersto ed that a legislator can live in 


in Texas because he ad 


a so-called “regulated cit e comfort if his lobby con- 
permits gambling and ba are properly made and 
es. Actually, despite this ed 

philosophy so repugnant a Te ee eee 
Clough is a patently hon: eee ee ee 
official. Few office holder not object to a fair dis- 
fought so diligently to keep re of lobbying .... Senator 
out of administration. What’s 1 eman drew the black bean.’ 


JOHNSON MAKES USIA CUT ‘PERSONAL ISSUE’ 


WASHINGTON 

Texas Sen. Lyndon Johnson, the 
astute and charming Democratic 
leader, has a persuasive way of 
putting his nose almost against an- 
other senator’s, then telling him 
much he loves him and how import- 
ant it is to work together. Lyndon 
was busier than a bird dog doing 
this during the debate on cutting 
the U. S. Information Agency 
budget. 

Two huddles were especially sig- 
nificant. They were with Sen. Jack 
Kennedy of Massachusett, who has 
been boomed as vice presidential 
running mate with Lyndon in 1960, 
and Sen. Joe Clark of Pennsylvania, 
second Democratic mayor to be 
elected in Philadelphia since the 
Civil War. 

Previously Clark and Kennedy 
had challenged Johnson’s_ ste>m- 
roller tactics in cutting the U. S. 
information budget. Johnson pre- 
sided over the appropriations hear- 
ings on the U. S. Information A- 


gency, printed some 1,200 pag sue; that as chairman of the 

testimony, then expected his ymmittee which recommended 

leagues to read it and vote int ting the’ U. S. Information A- 

gently in less than 24 hours he must have their vote. He 
“The hearings comprise a | 

of 1,231 pages,” complained Ken: Democrat, Neuberger 


one 


dy, “which became available regon, stood up to vote against 
on Monday..... I would powerful, persuasive Demo- 
know how we could be expect leader of the Senate. 

know very much about the subie: lends of Sen. Johnson have 


aie [ was unfair to him 
that he deliberately 
Washington during 
Democratic dinner, 
cotting the Truman- 





ested that 
porting 


Drew Pearson aa eae a 


recent 


Later Clark expressed the by ho 


complaint. ens wing of the Democratic 
“The fact none of th ndon’s friends point out 
have had time to read the 1 t he had not known about the 
pages of the testimony—to cu until March by which time 
heart out of an agency whicl he had accepted two conflicting en- 
vital to the country’s interest | ements in Texas that he could 
most irresponsible,” compla reak. However, he purchased 
Senator Case of New Jersey. k table of ten $100 tickets or 
publican. 1; also helped sell, with his 
Later Johnson was seen huddlit taff, a total of 230 tickets. In fair- 
with Clark and Kennedy. He tol ss to Senator Johnson, I am de- 
them, separately, this was a perso: lighted to present these facts. 











DEATH OF THE LOBBYIST CONTROL BILL 


(Continued from Page 1 


plauded and ordered p i 
the House Journal. 
HUGHES commended Spea 


Waggoner Carr and the Hous: 


~ a 4 Vi , 

Said The Sena lid no 

a bil Some of the senators did 
but very influential senators and 
the Lieutenant Governor do 


lobby ation 


gul 
down the 


re 


; They ied us 


pat! he si a ing to de- 
} ar h + » + 
lay inything Stal my hg ) 
do noth We plead \ 


begged, w sniveled, we threat- 
ened, we cajoled. They did not 
want any bill that was ¢ 
at al 

Hardeman, he said wanted a 
bill that was “completel: ncon- 
stitutional ind apparently Ram- 
sey “does not want a zis- 
tration bil Hughe 

He I id thought t 
reform would suc vit 
f r ge land s 
") pe y ter > é 
insurar Immissik : T 
the i ju nd at 
leg ) ly ) ) 
¥ 4% 4 

H DeW 

UU t l 
\y 
conage I t 
‘the Se ] $ sala I me 


4 
| ty- 
(Continued from Page 


treat 


state hos 


benefits, 
in 
death penalt 





pushing heroin to juveniles ia 
15-mer ‘rr commission toe 
the needs of d peopl 
F the first tin t 
+ + a pa | 
par supervis whi 
Wag "! t ati 
save the st: $650,000 b 


& 
4 > +> T) ) +. + 
4 CLIOr 1 a Tex 
Youth Council to supervise juven- 
ile i was created 
It turned down in the last week 
a bill to put the mor ut t 
the legal force of the state ind 


methods of 
250,000 industrial 
year. It passed 
workmen's compensation bill 
whose effects no emed t 
understand completely and killed 
an increase the un 
ployment compensation weekly 
maximum from $28 to $31 (page 8). 


preventing the state’s 


ries 


inj 
a controversial 


every 


one sé QO 


in state’s em- 





Salaries 


It raised salaries 
some superintendents and prin- 
cipals, the college faculties, the 
judges, and state employees, ex- 
panded teachers’ and em- 
ployees’ retirement plans, and 
provided for a job classification 
survey of the state government. 

College faculty members re- 
ceived an average raise of $1,000 a| 
year. Judges were certified for 
raises. About 14,000 state employ-| 
ees received a total raise for the | 
biennium of $9.7 million, but most | 


for teachers, 


state 





Hi ved a $7,900 he 
Ger P yuse, Dal- 
f R t E. Lee 
\ S CK ? later 
3 Parkhouse 
s I I I is dk s - 
Robert E 
1 NM ¢ 
NI 
€ Ss I I t 
nts the Insura ( ; 
H 1 vot I 


ar per teach- 


er, lobby set- 


> and the teachers’ 
tled at the end of the session for 
$399 a the board. To 


ne 


year 


across 


get together enough money, he 
vetoed a bill for payment of a $4 
million debt the state wes on 
sor i bonds and got the legis- 

ire to require some gas com- 
panies to wait two years for re- 
payment of $3.7 million in taxes 
they paid under the unconstitu- 
tional 1951 gas tax. 


(Said Rep 


Snyder, to 


Robert R. Patterson, 
Rep. DeWitt Hale, 
Corpus, at the House mikes last 
week: “DeWitt, I take it the 
companies would rather forego 
this judgment than have a special 
session and have a dedicated gas) 
tax, is that right?’ “That’s what| 
they’ve told me,” said Hale.) 


gas 


id ask 
at n arks 





Rogers Kelly took $4,800 from U. 

S. Trust; and that ex-Sen. John 

B took $27,000 “for the same 

sort services.”’ One ex-senator, 

McDonald of Tyler, re- 

d $3,600 from U. S. Trust, he 
said 

Nev yet, mever yet on the 

Ss f has anybody got up 

Hughes was saying when Rep. 

I Dugas, Orange, objected on 

p t of order to Hughes's com- 

Barefoot Sanders, in the 

said he hadn't been listen- 


ed Hughes to confine 
the matter under 


+ 
uC 


was applauded. 


AT THIS MOMENT the Senate 


eiecill 


Ta Sil 


) 


Sen. Ashley, recipi- 
000 from A. B. 


“Tee 





|not keep a quorum of the senators 
there. Lane was the only one 
there at first. Then Wood and Fly 
|came in; 
the presence of the press and left, 
never to return. Secrest and Har- 
deman never showed up at all, so 
it fell to Fly and Wood to repre- 
sent the Senate. Fly left part of 
the time, too 

When Lane asked if the press 
were “part of the committee,” 
Hughes and Zbranek both replied 
it “public miatter,’’ and 
while Seeligson said he was “an 

man myself,” 
the point, Lane 


Lane was surprised by 


was a 


session 
forced 


executive 
nobody 
having left. 
Hughes 
thing they 
p 


reports. 


explained the only 
hadn’t been able to 
was total expenditures 
Seeligson said the deci- 


give u 

















Ottis Lock 


Killed Half a Procram 











| Falls, called it “that $8 million tax 
bill.” Rep. Herman Yezak, Bre- 
mond, said it “gigs” the small 
counties. Fighting the bill, Rep. 
B. H. Dewey, Jr., Bryan, said: 
“Here, the people of Texas have 
rot asked us to pass this tax bill 
ifor right-of-way. Who is it? It’s 
ithe cement trust, the Good Roads 
Association, the county judges 
and commissioners who have mis- 
of their money and 
the right of He 
Highwa.’ Department is 
<ingdom over th 
| “The pe that a 
bill,” he said, “are the pec; 
Dallas and Houston whose people 
{will not vote themselves a tax 
and want this legislature to put 
; it on them.” 
Rep. Robert Baker, 
said the bill will cost $1 million 


some 


laid 
t buy way.” 
ne 

sle 


of 


Houston, | 





Shoemake of U. S. Trust & Guar- - - te a 7 eek nail 
Agave wagered a oe a Senate offered ‘Nothing’ sa teas going to let the total 
1 — Daas - 08 _ a oa e amount of expenditures be re- 
€ he Senate’s tenure system, yield on the principle if the ported?” 
d he had been chosen in cau-| whole world comes down. I've P : 
cus. He was elected with 29 ayeS! seen the one man in the right be-|_Z°Tanek differed with his 
“present not voting.” His «ome the majority.” He said the House colleagues on the meaning 
r nation was made by Harde-| pouse pill Sapeaiieane the present the wording of a clause they 
ind seconded by Sens. Ful-|) bby laws” and that he wanted might compromise on, and they 
Ratliff. Moffett. Parkhouse. “everybody that lobbies to c 1 d over it. This evoked the 
i Secrest. . ment from Wood, “Well now 
1id that this is the at re Moffett , ; nares — yourselves.” 
e bod t sail : O eae 2 mI Wood ar F] _ exchanged know- 
S ) tin 2 1 £ianc 
‘ a ge — y. I E I've ead ths 
pois seg ‘ I Wood iid “I’ve 
H : é; ‘ 
Charles Herring om s head, gesture 
Ret a Mew Commi ; : , 1 1, and s I'll 
- h ist t t - Har- HARDEMAN was in the chair 
sk eee wel aml 
C r S B F S re not doi 
When ig i s . - B the re j 
1954 Rams t it 1 iy | Wood, T i Lan g 2 press 
f S R y had With or two hours left ir Tl ting ver about 
$ U.S i an n made | n ssion t nf s met for t 5. The He conferees waited 
a 6 statement. He had “no ob- t time behind th Senat Vi f rd from the Senate; 
that St . $4. f t vhatsoever” to lobby reg-! m b ¢ Seeligson, Zbranek, it was not forthcoming. At 6 
U.S. Trust and $11,500 in ck | istration but had “certain feelings | Hughes nd Dick Slack -pre- ck ti session ended. That 
ans 16 Ss; that ex-5 about the matter. I’m not gonna sented the House, but they could is that R.D. 
& € e 
ith: Beginning of Some Reforms 
> DEG g 
t es to middle and higher ‘N T 3 raise another $9 million the Houstonians and that Rep. Jim 
s. Teachers e- Oo axes bienniur It approp H Houston, is against it be- 
t s expanded $13.5 million Appropriating more than $2 percent of the permanent school cause he’s not sure the money will 
the l T Highway} n for the next two years— fund to the available school back to Houston, but the rest 
increased 204 and $77 million more the schools,; to account for another $12 mi: - the Houston delegation were 
I inc se. Fire- $51 1 1 more for the colleges, |] And iit increased hunting f 
songevi I ed $2 for the nior and f iz icense fees 1 oO uled a point of order 
7 $ t $3 million more for r cou f creating univ l the bill had not had proper 
; ings, $16.5 hearings. The bill then 
$25 - - a ] mo ri Commission. A firal obiection flared briefly 
i ; te ¢ ts, office, librory On th t} a Te House concurrence to the 
, ete OT oy i chives, health department, | utility company nd ¢ tion ase bill. Rep. Tony 
sap mre Saloten Texas Employment Commis- |, Heanteen wees sheen te _|Korioth, Sherman, said the ses- 
Texa Ka on buildings—the legislature did | jjo¢. sion had granted tax relief to 
: Tom Joseph intro- t pass new taxes in the On the last day the House went ition pictures, chain stores, and 
ced the l prepared by Jake ‘trict sense of the term. |along with the Senate on a bill| gas companies, “and now here 
Jacobsen of the Governor’s staff But it raised auto licenses ten; py which the state will pay 50|you tax the students.” Rep. Ben 
as discovered tl enacting percent for $8 million in revenue. | percent of the costs of right-of-! Glusing, Kingsville, said it was 
juse had been left off and the [t Goubled college tuitions to way while the counties pay the| too late to make any fundamental 
vas invalid. Daniel chose not ‘other 50 percent, and which also|change in the state’s financial 
to push the tax increases auto license fees ten, Program, and the bill cleared the 
percent. House finally, 96-30. 
_ agit congeling a | Rep. Harold Kennedy, Marble - 
raise averaging iin effect) Transit Trouble 


Also finally passed was a bill 
giving municipalities authority to 
issue revenue bonds and pur- 
chase local transit companies, 
provided such operations are ap- 
proved by the voters of each city 
concerned. The measure, which 
applies to all Texas cities 
pushed through the legislature by 
Houston interests planning to sell 
the transit company there to the 

It reportedly has been los- 
ing money as a private operation 
despite the fact that fares hav 
recent months, 
Opposition to the ‘i'l! dev 
after it had already passed 
Senate. 


was 


been raised in 


ine 
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President Pro-Tem Carlos Ashley 


Senate Honors Llano Senator With Interim Post 





Johnson Gives Views 
On Civil Rights Plan 


WASHINGTON 
A debate helpful to an un- 
derstanding of Senator Lyn- 


don Johnson’s attitude to- 


ward the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration’s civil rights pro- 


gram occurred on the Senate 


floor recently. 

Sen, William Knowland of Cali- 
fornia, the minority leader, inter- 
rupted one of Johnson’s regular | ‘ 


attacks on 
when the proposed civil rights 
legislation would reach the floor. 
It has been being debated at 
length in a Senate committee. 
Johnson, not sure that he 
(Knowland) is really soliciting 
information,” said some commit- 
tee members believe some action 
is probable before the end of 
May. Then Johnson said, accord- 
ing to the Congressional Record 
“It is the view of the majority 
leader that the Supreme Court, in 
its decision, has gone further 
than 
ever 
civil 
tion of a bill, much less its pas- 
sage. 
“It is 
Texas (Johnson) 
Supreme Court has acted in con- 
nection with the education and 


“ 


dared to go in the field of 


from 


Foreign Policy 
Record Is Cited 


AUSTIN 
Congressional Report, prepared 
in Washington by the liberal Na- 


the budget to ask him| 


| 


| 
| 





any Member of Congress has} 


rights, even in the introduc- | 


the view of the Senator} 
that the: 


OV 1 
T oO £ I - 
u 
C at 1c Cou 
al Y r 

V l n in L L 

i on 

NEC nel tl jority 


} 


ader, although he does not agree 


rith all the 





proposals made (by 


the Eisenhower 


te | However, 
Administration) | 


AUSTIN 





school boards across 
Texas have until August 22 
to integrate or segregate Ne- 
gro and white students in 
public schools. Otherwise in 
order to take such action they 
must hold a local option elec- 
tion. 


Gov. 





Price Daniel 


pil assignment bill after several 
days of personal study. He com- 
mented: 


the State of Texas or the court 
cecision which have been re- 
| ferred to by those questioning the 
measures.” 


Thus two of the 12 segregation 
bills filed during the session be- 
Of the other ten, one 


| 
icame law. 


General Will Wilson, one 
died in the House, and eight died 
| in the Senate. Anti-segregation- 
| ists, headed by Senators Henry 


torney 








Gi lez, San Antonio, and Abra- 
m Kazen, Laredo, mustered ten 
tes in the dying days of the 


to block most of the bills 
coming up. 


reference to the poss ible 


to students who do not at- 


he public schools might vio- 


late the constitutional prohibition 
against state spending “for pri- 
vate or individual purposes.” 


he said, the phrase “re- 


fers only to other legislation 
—and, indeed, does not agree with | , hich wes net enacted. and is 
many of them—realizes that @\ severable from the rest of the 
substantial number of Members! } 51) . 
of both the House and the Senate 
wish to vote on some so-called! The bills that passed provide 
civil-rights legislation ... | that the voters of a district may | 
“The majority leader . would} decide by popular vote whether 





take no offense if (Sen. Thomas! 
Hennings, Mo., or Knowland) 
should make a motion to proceed 
to the consideration of this pro- 
posed legislation.” 


they want to allow desegregation 
in public schools and give schvcol 
officials authority to assign pu- 
pils to whatever schools they wish 
cn the 


basis of relative intelli- 





The Week i he 


Chil- 
na- 


ga Senator Andy Rogers, 
sponsored a 
ll in the 1955 legislative 
session, testified before the Travis 
grand jury considering 


dress, who 


turopath bi 


County 


naturopath and insurance mat- 
{ters. Indications were it would 
pass much of its business over to 


| was fined 


tional Committee for an Effective | 


Congress, concludes that Sen. 
Lyndon Johnson “has the most 
internationalist record of all the 


| 


Southern senators” according to, 


a check of 20 key votes from 1949 
to 1956. 

Sen. Estes Kefauver, Tenn., 
voted internationalist on 18 of the 
issues and was absent on two. 
Sens. Lister Hill and John Spark- 
man, Ala., voted internationalist 
en 19 of the 20 votes. 

Sen. Tom Connally of Texas 
was also voting 100 _ percent 
through 1952. Sen. Price Daniel is 


shown with a record from 1953 
through 1956 of three interna- 
tionalist and eight “isolationist” 
votes. 


Issues selected include Point IV, | 


ECA financing, t»e mutual Se-| @ The North Texas Methodist | s The fourth mail fraud trial 


curity Act, reciprocal trade mat-! 


ws 


the next grand jury. 


' boro, 


c:) Houston druggist Herbert F. 

Schultz, liable for prison sen-| 
tences totaling more than 20 years| 
growing out of illegal sales 
thousands of barbiturate pills, 
750. Police vice chief 
Jack McMahon termed the fine 
“a gross miscarriage of justice.” 


ea U. S. Judge W. H. Atwell of 

Dallas dismissed a suit by 57 
East Texas landowners seeking to 
block construction of the McGee 
Bend Dam on the Angelina River 
eleven miles northwest of Jasper. 


Ca Crosby County Commis- 

sioner Roy W. Karr, 42, was 
indicted for alleged theft of $10,- 
000 public funds. 


€ A mysterious rifleman, who 
has been dropping bullets 
around employees of a Houston 


of | ; 


tion’s constitution liberalizing its 
views on ation within the 
Methodist poet after it was as- 
sured it did mean that Ne- 
groes could congr 


segr 


not 
join whit 


efa- 


tions. 


@ Urging abolition of the soi! 


bank, Burris Jackson, Hills- 
told delegates to the Ameri- 
| can Cotton Congress in Dallas 
that “the cotton industry today is 
in the biggest mess it’s ever been 


” 


in. 


@ Federal Judge Joe Ingraham 

ordered the FBI to investi- 
gate the complaint of a federal 
prisoner that he had been re-| 


contact a lawyer while he was| 
being held 35 days in the Harris | 
County jail. 


The Laredo LULAC council 


plans a banquet honoring 
legislators who banded together 


to oppose the segregation bills, 
with Sens. Kazen and Gonzalez to 
be honor guests. 


e Rev. Johnnie Henry Penn, 
48, a Baptist minister and | 
ex-convict, was indicted by the | 





sewage disposal plant for months, 
was at it again after laying off a| 


'few days while police staged a| 


hunt for him. | 


voted 212-3 for 


Conference 


; Travis County grand jury on a| 


charge of converting $324 of 
church building fund money to 
his own use, 


of George Parr and eight as- 


ociates in Houston was adio 





JP DCU 


ruled unconstitutional by At-| 


If a new state law is up-! standards, psy 


Local Option Integration 
Bill Approved by Daniel 


| gence, health, n : would oe to weld together half a 

ch million Texas voters into a politi- 
transportation, cli il-| cal action bloc for 1958 elections. 
ability, mental ¢ ack- | White are invited, he said. He 


ground, scholastic xplained the aim of the organi- 
cther such factol zation ji to overcome inade- 

Gov. Daniel ate r¢ sentation in the legis- 
ithe bille were ture, lack of participation in lo- 


signed the | 
local option measure and the pu-| 
istered or 


“It is my conclusion that | 
the bills do not violate the Con-|0r a court 


stitution of the United States or| 


fused the use of a telephone to| @ El Paso law er f- | (free 


and 
ide on educational opportun- 
ties. We of course see no free- 
egregation and we intend 


fovernment, the apathetic 


fears of the 
applied 
“It is conceivable 


manne 


may be 


other bills « 
applied 
manner, | 


many 
° to ust litical resources to bring 
tutional "eS to bear.” Poll tax drives 
the question befor: andidates in elections 
when ca re of its program. 





: ; In rpus, the local branch of 
decide upon the n- : 
tained on the face é ACP met as usual after 
act.” lal of the permanent injunc- 
ion against the statewide organi- 
IN OTHER segré -| zation at Tyler. Dr. H. Boyd Hall 
cpments, Federal Ju .-'state president of the organiza- 
nally of Houston | said it “will do all the things 
testimony in the H ic| it has ever done.” He said Judge 
schools integratio! it} O Dunagan’s ruling “enjoined 
by two Negro stu i from doing things we’ve never 
admission to scl i yne anyway. 
ares _ — CAFETERIAS in two down- 
ee eer town postoffice buildings in Dal- 
en closed, according to 
i tn \ » H il md 
, n] 
U0 
r 
A ( : + 
wagering” Witson Rules 
_ Bill Invalid 
eas ili inVail 
or may not tak AUSTIN 
incorporate and The Attorney General’s le- 
tax as the group ' cal opinion that the bill to 
do by Judge ©! egister advocates of integra- 
Tyler on ground tion or segregation would be 
ing. stitutional was written 
Harland Ran y an assistant attorney gen- 
the newly fot eral from Sulphur Springs, 
in San Antonio, Leonard Passmore. 
Rep. J apman, one of the 
ae ee f 1 the segregation 


yaign, is also from Sulphur 





I ] question, H.B. 
exdas , was spon Rep. J 
Perci 

until Jur vo : 
| “e the Se retary of 

neys in tl eee up 
@ l e> ~ press bere | 
tins on their hands ine) PO1IlICa- no en Bet as i 
1 pal function init advo- 
vy would be 2 ing of racial integration or 
At vy. Gen. John B . regation: or whose activities 
formed Marshall f | of ‘ind caused or would 
Commerce 1use” racial conflicts or 
nual banquet. é r who raised or spent 
y f lawyers or court costs 
C) Texas farmer l ation in behalf of “racial 
million acre k, jin ti color,” as the bill in- 

will be eligible fo e? cably read. 

$27.2 million in I . Said the decision, the bill 
serve payments certain restrictions and 
is upon the exercise of 


mm of speech and freedom 





meers, Who # aad f ress) aS guaranteed by both 
murderous switcht og th tate and federal constitu- 
each month, say tl é 


ting a legal rule that a legis- 
cannot, under 
police power, arbitrarily or 
nnecessarily interfere with these 
ioms, the decision said that in 
ing advocacy of integration 
the 


a stronger law reg t - Cc 
sion of deadly we the guise of 
& Republican E 
mittee state 
Hutcheson said 
mittee is compil 


segregation, provisions 





ja minority report , e not limited to activities or 
jon the performan ~|advoeacy that“ “are reasonably 
lature. He expl calculated to provoke a breach of 
expect to give cr | the peace but apply to advocacy 
for affirmative which was merely a_ principal 
we Ekewlse expec: rt T0' sunetion or activity and such ac- 
| keep the public "UNS | tivities as caused or tended to 
tetera ern | 5 8G) wcuse racial conflicts or violence.” 
spectacular irregularities of the; 

— legislature wh he 1958 THE TEXAS OBSERVER 


election year comes around.” | Page 5 May 31, 1957 











I was unprepared for her 
and got up out of my chair 
and went to the coffee shop 
window to get a better look. 


I was in Brenham, having 
@ late lunch. I’d driven to 
Houston and now I was com- 
ing back. On the way down, 
I had noticed Breniam as I 
drove through. I liked its old 
town square, and the crowded 
gaudy intimate streets that pla- 
ces like Brenham and San Marcos 
have: the farm centers, settled 
long ago, and still full of ambling, 
rolling, foreign-accentei 
their wives, their voung. 


farmers, 


It had been a hard drive com- 
ing back, lots of traffiz, lines of 
outmoded trucks piled up on the 

laboring under loads of 
and tanks: and ma- 
chinery that their smoking mo- 
tors could barely pull. It was a 
hot central Texas day, and I 
passed up some of the dirty-look- 
ing the . 


slopes 


pipes water 


smallar 
smaller 


cafes in 
along the way. thinking I would 
stop in the St. Anthony Hotel Cof- 
fee Shop in Brenham, Texas 
There's nothing better than a cool 
clean coffee shop in a small town: 
and somehow I looked forward to 
something coming out pf the St 
Anthony. What came out of it was 
Miss Annie and her hqrse, how- 
coffee 


towns 











ever; th shop itself was 
nothing exceptional. The one in 
the Hotel Faust at New Braun- 
fels—there’s a German ffee 
shop f v sprawling, shaded 
by trees outside the windows 
uir inside stirred bv ar t over- 
head fans, hard i n and 
Frenc st tha s wort - 
ing f 

I Va ) Ss 
St. Ant i 
ki | 

< , tn +h € ] ; ec 

o ee 


Curb Service Wirston Bede 


make out separate checks for the 


beer the customers bought. 





The waitress was bent and! 
cheerful; in fact, her back was so| 
bowed that she reminded me of | 
the character in Kipling’s “The 
Man Who Would Be King.” She 
was very lithe-stepping, though, 
and punctilious in serving me 
She brought me the salad early, 
and a napkin, and said, “Oh! I 
didn’t bring you any tools!” And 


the silverware down 


she put 
She was not really so old, and 
her blonde face had a wrinkling, 


amused, whimsical look about it 
that was pleasant 
I sat drinking the beer and I 


the hack go by out the win- 
That little too 
Old Brenham for me, and I got 
up and went to the window. 
WHAT I SAW was an old 
hack p 


saw 


dow was a much 


inching the 
stick. I thought it 
‘as some poor old wretch 
stalled. The hack 


jent, its black turned grey, 


in the 
with a 


man 


horse 


was lig! 





its slight perky canopy slouching 





ne side 
The old womar 1 poke- 
mne t aa of ia 
) to 1t. it oked like 
1 
- untry rajmans ) 
Th Ss curt s C cus- 
+ said ti waitress brightlv 
2 taki id- 
¢ oh 
S she 
\ 4 
~ ch y ( 
s s said 
Ty 
t 4 


her coin purse out, her big knotty 


|jointed hands and long fingers| things on the seat beside her—a | 
working slowly around the catch! paper sack, a cloth sack, a wrap, | 


ito open it. | 

The waitress came back in. She | 
brought me my steak. 
| “She tickles me,” she said. “She | 
| calls it ‘crustard’ pie.” 


9 


“Is that all she buys 

“That and a little meat that she 
can chew.” 

I had a picture of an old indi- 
who lived from hand to; 


gent 
mouth. 
“Is this place her only source 
of food?” 
“I guess so. She comes by here 
almost every day.” 
“Where does she live?” I asked. 
“Oh, she lives on a farm, sev- 
eral miles out. But almost every 
day you’ll see her here in town.” 
She went out to the old woman! 
again, carying a piece of custard 
pie in a sack. | 
I ate some of the hot steak and | 
the hot fried potatoes cut up in 
sort of homemade rough cubes.| 
They were fresh and delicious. 
Then, I went to the window 
again. The sun was high overhead. 
The woman and the waitress 
were deep in discussion, as over 
a back fence. The old woman was 
vigorously. She had 
and I could see her 
the 





old 


= 
talking 
leaned over, 


bonnet. It was 


square and_ reddish, possibly 
Czech. Her mouth was wide and 
and strong, and her eyes 
were clear and piercing as she 
talked to the slumped, amiable 
tress, who stood relaxed by 
in her white nylon 

iforn 
Then I saw the old woman 


| was 








make ready to leave sorting 


the piece of pie. 
Then I heard her voice rise. I 
surprised at her spunk. I 


thought, “Old and beggarly as she} 


is, here she is raising hell about 
the pie.” 

“Can’t CARRY it this way!” she 
was saying truculently. “Go get 
me a piece of cardboard!” 

Obediently the waitress came 


in, went behind the counter, and| 


tore off a long piece of wax pa- 
per and got a paper plate, and 
went back out the door with them. 


She smiled at me as she went, 
out, as if to say, “Isn’t she some- | 


thing!’ 
She came back in, carrying a 
Collar bill. She rang up the sale 


and took the change back to the' 


eld woman. When she came back 


again I said, “What’s her income? | 


Is she on a pension?” 

“No,” she said. “She 
little.” She mused a moment. 
“Oh, they say she’s got plenty of 
money.” 

“And she lives out there on that 
farm by herself?” 

“By herself.” The waitress said 
this proudly. And her voice rose 
when “And they can’t 
get her off that People 
have tried. She "em, ‘I pay 
my taxes and you can’t make me 
leave!’” 


she said, 
place. 


tells 


THE HOTEL CASHIER ap- 
peared from _ the quiet shady 
lobby and stood in the coffee 
shop, 1 medium-sized "evish 
man in his shirt sleeves. 

“No the waitress contin- 


ued. ‘You know, she never argues 


farms aj} 


about what I charge her. I tell 
her what it is and she just gives 


me her dollar without a word. 
She’s never without money.” 

“TIT wonder if anmyone’s ever 
taken a picture of her,” I said, 
looking out the window. 


“Oh my yes. Some people were 
| through here one day and saw 
| her. She let them take pictures of 
her, She’d just sit up in that car- 
riage and lo-o-ok at the camera. 
|It tickled her to death. And the 
newspapers carried a_ story on 
her one time. I think it was this 
fellow that writes ‘Rural Route,’ 
he wrote something on her.” 


She turned to the cashier. ““Was- 

n’t that who wrote the story?” 
| “What was that?” asked the 
cashier. He had been staring out 
at the street. 

“‘Rural Route’ wasn’t he 
the one that gave that write-up 
|}on Miss Annie and her horse?” 

“Yeah, I believe it was.” 

“She’s a sight” said the wait- 
ress. “She drives that buggy right 
down the middle of the street. 
She’ll make a U-turn out here in 
front. She’ll even stop traffic on 
the highway.” 

“IT saw that this morning,” said 
the Negro bus boy. He was about 
20, husky, clean-cut and smiling; 
a little cocky. He was putting on 
his apron, “I saw that this morn- 
ing,” he repeated. “Right out here 
hill. Six or eight trucks 
up behind her.” 
waitress laughed gently. 
out there on the high- 
to sleep, and the 
horse wanders out in the middle 
of the road. See, that old horse is 


on the 
were lined 

The 
“It’s bad 


way. She goes 


blind. That's what that stick is 
for. She uses the reins of course 
too, but when she wants that 
horse to go somewhere, she pokes 


that stick, and he does 


wants him to.” 


him with 





DALLAS 

Humiliating though it is to 
acknowledge it, what was 
probably the most important 
cultural event in the state for 
the month of May was not of 
the indigenous, or, if you pre- 
fer, “home-grown” variety 
but actually of imported 
it. seein Se oe 


stock. It was 








the Metropolitan Opera 
annual quota of four performan- 
ces (triun 
three ne in 

allas. Th mportance lz 
the rarity of opera in T S 
surely an entire world must know 
by now, even Austir n- 
ally treated to 
Purcell, Rath t h 
such a spread of the art 
are badly in need S - 
ards. and it was theca 

c ‘ si if 

Met set so well that even th oft- 
applied adjectives of the critica 
vocabulary must be considerablv 
qualified to make them stick 


By far, th l 
offerings that could be evaluate 
with one, unqualified pl 
the performanc: 


e only one of the four 





rase W 
of “La Travi 





in every sense genuine, if not 
emphatic, disappointment. To 
those who value Renata Tebald 
more than Giuseppe Verdi. the 
thing was a success. Mme. Te- 
baldi, superbly gowned by Rolf 
Gerard, was certainly a handsome 
Violetta, so lovely, in fact. that it 
almost seems unmannerly to 


point out that she never really 
suggested a fragile consun ptive. 
as weak in the will as in the 
lungs, until the final scene on her 
death bed. There is no denving 
the beauty of her voice, either. 
but as she is no coloratura and 
proved unable to meet most of the 
demands of Act I without trans- 
position, and as she is not above 
retarding Verdi whenever the 
mood suits her. she carinot be 
considered the ultimate Violetta, 
especially with Licia 
still about. 


Metropoli 


Albanese | 
| as the unspeakable Count di Luna! penetrable jargon of our fellow|ards are set. And Texas should 

















ea! _ + - 
ane es I I i So 
I d considerably less satisfac- 
and proved n mo is- 
ng. Giuseppe C pora, some- 
es t er ning 
5 at ast act accept- 
, E » Bastianini as 
Germont pere, possess f 
Vas a io et 
Tyror Guthrie dire C 
M G rar s ost s .' e 
S B OO) s set- 
tings were € Insignti 
I ving F: s Cl % ILiali - 
1r I ha the i= 
r ate ) a 
Old M F t 
Ss pe rmance S 
- ng the curt 
$ eC as rowing 
S aaes Oo A a 
For Fr m- 
of igh, 
t - 
Gitional.” dis- 
p able connotations, especiall 
s Toscanini, that great 
“oun of adition, called it a 
n set by “som diot’s faulty 
ry of the last bad perform-| 
r He vever merely 
I s to : anr f doing things | 
this is habitual rather than in- 
St i. No other term could en-| 


yass the blinding accretion of 


claptrap that passes for acting. 





By now Kurt Baum has been re-| 
sponsible for so much coarse tone 
n the role of Manrico and Zinka 
Milanov has 


shied so often from 
the high notes in such ‘ickly 

uff as “Tacea la Notte Placida” 
and “Di Tale Amor” these 
become commonplace. And 
rely the Harry Horner settings, 


after 17 years of 


+he- 
tnat 


service 
fixture, though for the 
they quite 


permanent 


most part were 


pressive 
A traditional “Trovatore” at the 
Met, however, includes that con- 


summate artist Leonard Warren 


are a| 


im- | 


an Opera in Texas 








nd Jean Madeira as the monu-]|weekly, Variety. As staged bynever be the same again. Let's 
mentally confused old arsonist} Cyril Ritchard, this collaboration hope it isn’t! 

Azucena, two of the most consist-| of Offenbach, Meilhac, and Hale- | ———-——-——— ———_—__—_——_——— 
ently satisfying interpretations | vy’s was set to bouncing about | The Stump 

that one could find anywhere.; the stage of the State Fair Audi-| 

There is also some fine chorus} torium like a beach ball, and as| ‘ 
|work, directed by Kurt Adler,| designed by Rolf Gerard and con- On Portia 

and now that Max Rudolf is con-| ducted with fine, spirited nuance | 7° the Editor: 

ducting, a lean, pointed interpre-| by Jean Morel, it resembled noth-| -::: 19 your article about Bar- 
tation of the score. So there is|ing so much as a musical comedy | *@"@ Smith you mentioned that a 


still a lot in even a “traditional” 
rformance of this spavined old/| 
orse 


“La Boheme,” done on Satur- 


day afternoon, was best described 
} as adequate. Maestro Cleva, punc- 
turing everything with his baton 
again, helped matters very little| 
occasionally making this 
youthful, ebullient score sound 
iddle-aged. Fortunately, the} 
° 
Harris Green 

cast of Daniele Barioni, Lucine 
;} Amara, Frank Guarrera, Laurel} 


Hurley, Norman Scott, and Clif-| 
lford Harvuot were an evenly 
| 
| 
| 


matched and attractive group. 

I don’t know whether to credit! 
| Joseph L. Mankiewicz or Nathan- | 
iel Merrill with the staging, since | 
the former’s treatment was con- 
siderably revised after shocking 
a couple of Guild members and/! 
cutraging a few sopranos. But it | 
lively, making the Bohem- | 
ians genuinely comic for once,| 
and showed an admirable 


was 


atten- | 
; tion to realistic detail (including | 


|a vendor of “feel-thy peek-tures” 
in the Momus seene). Mr. Gerard! 
came through once more with a| 
production that, though it dis-| 
ecrded a couple of traditional fix- | 
tures such as that convenient tree | 
in Act III, was attractive and in 
keeping with the contrasting | 
moods of each of the acts. 
| For a truly appropriate discus- | 
|sion of the final offering in Dal-| 
las of “La Perichole,” I would| 


| have to lapse into the almost im- 


| 


—unless it was a hit musical com- 
This is hardly the ultimate 

for an opera. One can de- 
plore that, with such a 
comic work as “Figaro” in need 


edy 


praise 


of re-furbishing, this markedly | 
inferior effort should get the 
honor. However, as all concerned 
have gone about their tasks so 


successfully, one can only settle 
back and accept the thing. 


Working with Maurice 
cy’s English text, Mr. Ritchard 
had such fun staging the 

it shall henceforth be termed, 
that he could not resist joining in 
the act himself, acting the role of 
the Viceroy with great style and 
singing with horrid malevolence 
Patrice Munsel and Theodor Upp- 
man as the two young lovers 


were perfect. Alessio De Paolis, as| 


An Old Prisoner, may well have 
been the hit of the stay. When- 


ever things got slack, Mary Ellen} 


Moylan and the entire Corps de 
Ballet came bounding in to leap 
about to Zachary Solov’s won- 
cderfully inconsequential choreog- 
raphy. 


The only criticism that 
could lodge against this visit by 
the Metropolitan, with the ex- 
ception of poor old “Traviata,” is 
in the company’s lack of man- 
ners. It was bad enough for even 
a routine performance to show 
more polish than one of those we 
generally receive at San Antonio 
during its sixteen-hour season. 
But when, with “Perichole,”’ it 
starts to usurp the field of the 
State Fair Musicals, the Met has 
gone too far! Ah, well, the stand- 


one 


superior | 


Valen- | 


show, as 





| Negro girl was elected Portia but 
|} that it was given to a white girl. 
I have been in (University of 
Texas) law school for three years 


|and during two of those years 
'some of us voted for (a Negro 
|girl) for Portia. Rumor had it 
she won and this could easily 
have been so. But it was never 
more than a rumor. I resent your 


| printing it as a fact. 
| This has caused me to reflect on 
| cther stories which I formerly ac- 
; cepted as truth; I no longer feel 
|that your paper “hews any harder 
| to the truth” than the Dallas 
Morning News. 

Furthermore I have never read 
a “Stump” letter adverse to your 
| views or your paper. I would like 
| to see one which is... 
GEORGE BROWN 
1600 Pease Rd., Austin 
| (The Portia report is a fact— 
| Ed.) 
| Paragraphs 

“I wish you and Mrs. Randolph 
success in your new undertaking 
(the Observer) .... It is the only 
paper in Texas that I read and 
believe what I have read ...”"— 
Phil Kleas, Wharton. 


“Keep up the good work! We 
pass on each issue to someone 
else.,—Charlie Staggs, 415-17 E, 


3rd, Big Spring. 

“Please stop—Am not in poli- 
ties, especially your brand of so- 
cialism.”—Kitty Crawford, Ar- 
lington. 

“Several of us here in Orange 
gre subscribers and we like your 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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TMA IS HAPPY WITH WORKMEN’S COMP 


But Labor’s Not Upset 
Safety Bill Is Defeaied 


AUSTIN 

Like a pealing bell in the 
morning air, a “letter-gram” 
to members of the Texas 
Manufacturers’ Assn. from 
lobbyist Ed C. Burris sum- 
marizes the business attitude 


measure all enforcement provi- 
making the recommenda- 
tions of state safety experts mere- 
ly advisory to industry. The bill’s 
death came at an early-morning 
hearing of the Senate labor com- 
mittee—its first and last meeting 


s10ns, 


toward the 55th session of of the year. Sen. George Park- 
the legislature. house, Dallas, had delayed the 
“After many hard-fought hearing until the last week of 


skirmishes the final engage- the session by “tagging” the bill 


ment was won! H. B. 433 under a Senate 48-hour rule. At 
(the workmen’s compensa- the hearing itself, Hughes ex- 
tion bill) finally passed with- plained his bill, and Quincy 
in 15 minutes of final adjourn- Tuma, safety director for the 


Texas Company, explained the in- 
dustry opposition. “He has.”’ said 
Tuma, “removed all our objec-'! 
tions except the bill itself.’ 
Krueger said he hadn't read the 
bill and wanted to be fair, so he 
moved to refer it to a sub-com- 
mittee. It never came out. 
Thoroughly disgusted, Hughes 
said at his House desk: “Appar- 
ently none of the members of the 
committee were greatly inter- 
ested in any sort of safety meas- 
ure. It’s a shame a bill that might 
have prevented as many as 70,000 
people from being 


ment with the following pro- 
visions as proposed by em- 
ployers . Burris wrote. 
And he added: “The so-called 
Industrial Safety Code Bill, 
H. B. 60, was defeated.” 

If TMA was crowing about the 
session, labor wasn’t crying. Said 
Jerry Holleman of the Texas AFL 
and Fred Schmidt of Texas CIO, 
in effect, it sure feels good now 
they’ve stopped hitting us over 
the head. 

Labor took comfort that the 
House had passed a bill raising 


unemployment compensation $28 injured or 


to $31 a week and modifying a maimed should be so lightly dis- 
proposal by Sen. Culp Krueger, missed.” 

El Campo, to discontinue pay- WORKMEN'S COMP was the 
ments for the first week of job-' primary labor-management issue 


lessness. But Krueger, who had 
been understood to favor this bill 
2s revised, instead asked for a were 
conferefice committee, and the “some parts” of the law | 
House never responded, killing while “the employers’ lobby 
Krueger’s plan and leaving the stroyed part of thé gains by cut- 
maximum weekly benefit at $28. ting compensation 
The House had also passed an jured workers.” 

educational-statistical bill for As finally passed, after a last- 
dustrial safety. Rep. Charles week House snarl that ended in 
Hughes, Sherman, had made many utter deadlock Monday, was brok- | 
concessions. He removed from the en by a five-vote margin Wednes- | 


of the session. The State Federa-| 
tion of Labor believes that “sub- | 
stantial improvements” 
made in 


ae- 


for some in- 


in- 


day, and was settled when labor 
agreed in the closing hours of the 
session, H. B. 433 provides: 


| 
| 


the injury and his average weekly 
| wage “earning capacity” during 
|the existence of the incapacity. 


the job. He quoted Angus Mc- 
Donald of the Insurance Com- 
mission saying the bill would 


The maximum weekly benefit) They instructed House conferees} increase insurance premiums 10 or 


increases from $25 to $35 weekly; 
unlimited medical and _ hospital 
benefits have to be paid the in- 
jured worker if they are neces- 
sary and received by him; work- 
men’s compensation insurance 
premiums are taxed one-fourth of 
one percent to support the Indus- 
trial Aecident Board; and attor- 
neys’ fees are scaled down from 
the present one-third to 15 per- 
cent of the worker’s award before 


the board, 25 percent in court, and | 


33.3 percent on appeal. 

On the other hand, the Holmes 
decision is repealed as a method 
of figuring benefits for permanent 
and partial specific injuries. Un- 
der the Holmes decision a worker 
who, say, lost a leg received ben- 
efits figured at 60 percent of his 
average weekly wage (that is, his 
real wage) multiplied by the per- 
centage of the disability. The lim- 
it on the benefit was $25 a week. 
Under the terms of H. B. 433, it 
is 60 percent of $35 instead of 60 
percent of the real average 
weekly wage, to which the per- 
centage of disability is then ap- 
plied (unless the benefit is lower 
under the Holmes method). Thus 
a 50 percent disability under this 
part of the act might call for 
$17.50 in weekly payments instead 
of $25 under the old act. 

The House had preserved the 
Holmes decision in its bill, but 
amendments by Sen. Floyd Brad- 
shaw, Weatherford, knocked it 
out again. Failing in efforts to re- 
Holmes decision pro- 
forces in the House chose 
to fight oevr Section 11, which, as 


store the 


union 


written into H.B. 433 by the Sen- | 


said that for partial incapa- 
injured worker gets 60 


percent of the difference between 


ate 
etc, 


city, an 


his average weekly wages before’! 








to work for change of this pro- 
viso, tabling an opposing amend- 
ment 72-67, but the final confer- 
ence report, signed by only three 
of the five House conferees (Reps. 
Don Kennard, Fort Worth, and 
DeWitt Hale, Corpus, not signing), 
‘did not change the Senate version. 

The Senate shut off a threat- 
ened filibuster by Sen. Doyle Wil- 
lis by 15-10, then passed the bill 

Holleman said the new law is 
“a net gain for injured working 
people” but adds “it was illogical 
and unfair to cut the compensa- 
tion for any injured workers.” 
He notes the increase in the max- 
imum does mean that the widow 
of a worker killed on the job re- 


ceives $12,600 instead of $9,000 if) 


his wage was as much as $59 a 
week, while a totally and per- 


manently disabled worker will re- | 


ceive $14,030 instead of $10,020. 
i\“Unlimited medical and hospital 
benefits also will be of great 


value to many workers and will | 
help to offset the loss suffered | 
of the Holmes deci-| 


by repeal 
| sion,” Holleman said. 
IN DEBATE Rep. 
Huffman, Marshall, said the 
Senate had “gutted this bill.” 
He said the measure was like a 
miser who passed a beggar hold- 
ing a tin cup, had a nickel with 
a hole in it that he tied to a 


Reagan 


string, clinked it into the cup, 
end pulled it back out again. 
Huffman said TMA people were 


“dupes” 


surance companies. He believed 
workers would be better off 
without the new law. 

Rep. Babe Schwartz, Galves- 


ton, argued for accepting the bill 
as an improvement for the people 
most seriously injured and the 
survivors of workers killed on 


and “pawns” for the in-! 


111%. “You don’t think they'd 
|inerease their rates and not ben- 
| efit anybody, do you?” he asked. 


Sponsor Rep. Wade Spilman’s 


motion to concur -in Senate 
amendments was defeated. Then 
Col. J. E. Winfree, Houston, 


|fighting for a conference com- 
| mittee, asked, “Are we gonna 
|tuck our tails like a suck-egg 
|dog and run?” “Those hired of- 
|ficials of the TMA would spend 
| millions of dollars to absolutely 
|gut the workingmen of Texas,” 
|he said. But his motion was lost 
| 65-65, and the House quit trying 
|for two days. 

THE DAY BEFORE adjourn- 
|ment, Spilman tried again. This 
time Winfree and others said 
| they wanted to fight in confer- 
ence over Section 11; they suc- 
ceeded in instructing House con- 
ferees to do so. Rep. Roy Har- 
|rington, Port Arthur, said H. B. 
|433 struck the Holmes decision, 
“the only part of the present bill 


that conforms to the spirit of 
the law.” Rep. Joe Chapman, 
| Sulphur Springs, said Spilman 
|had “the unmitigated gall to tell 
} you the insuramce companies 
|are going to put in $15 million” 
|when in fact “they put in a 


|nickel (in the tin cup) and took 
;}out a dime.” “Eighty percent of 
|the employees will get absolutely 
nothing under this bill,’’ he said. 
If men work after they are in- 
|jured they get nothing, he said. 
But then the report the last day 
of the session did not change the 
bill. Kennard said he was going 
to vote for it, concluding it was 
probably an improvement for 
workers. Rep. John Lee, Kermit, 
opposed it. Chapman said “it’s a 
gyp and a fraud.” It finally passed 
*03-22. 





Daniel Mulls Over New Insurance Board 


AUSTIN 
Governor Price Daniel 
was mulling over whom he 
would appoint to the state 
insurance commission this 
week after Chairman, John 
Osorio and Commissioner 
Mark Wentz resigned in the 
wake of the passage of the 
Governor’s “reorganization” 
bill. 


' Wentz quit with a verbal blast! 


partment in accordance with pol- 
icy adopted by the board. 


The measure also sets up me- 
chanics for construction of a state! 
insurance department building 
and provides that the agency will | 
vacate its present offices in the} 
International Life Insurance 
building here within three years. 
It provides that board members| 
must be “experienced” but “not 
financially interested” in insur-| 


at “selfish interests” and Osorio ance firms and calls for a prison | 
tossed in the towel reminding/term of one to five years for| 
Daniel that “in the past four and|™members convicted of taking| 


“money or gifts” from anyone in | 


reorganization has been accomp-/| the insurance business. 


lished ...” Daniel said he will] Daniel expressed satistaction | 
name their replacements early in| with the bill, declaring: “Enact-| 
June. He appointed Joe P. Gibbs,| ment of this bill will give the| 
Seguin, a few weeks ago. people of Texas a new adminis- 
tration of the insurance laws and 


aged to steer the controversial re- will str engthen the porous a 
organization bill across the finish | partment in the protection o - 
line a few hours shead of sine|P°licy holders and the general 
public.” 


one-half months administrative 


Although Daniel forces man-| 


die, it was not without a battle 
all the way. It finally passed the} ON THE OTHER HAND, Har- 
House 111-20 and the Senate 21-8.| Geman termed the bill “silly on 
In the latter Senators Jimmy| its face to have one thing one 
Phillips, Angleton, Wardlow!month, and something different 
Lane, Center, and Dorsey Harde-| the next .... We ought to have 
man, San Angelo, all rose to speak | the courage to either name a full- 
in opposition or to explain they/time board or a part-time board. | 
would vote for the bill f‘reluc-| 1+ oughta be fish or fowl,” he rea- 


tantly.” Rep. Scott McDonald,| soned. 
Fort Worth, led opposition |in the | 
House. | Phillips said he would vote for 


the bill reluctantly. “This, in my 

The bill that emerged from con-| opinion, is not so much a reor- 
ference committee gave the Gov-| ganization bill as just a change in 
ernor authority to name a new | personnel,” Phillips said. He 
insurance commission with the} added that he hoped the legisla- 
members to serve fulltime| for a ture and the governor would soon | 


year at $15,000 each and then for; “See to it that the people have a 
: -ti issi rith a sin- 
followin ear | Part time commission wl s 

voedigua oe = aad | gle, well-pa:3, well-qualified ex- | 
at $50 per diem. The voard will | ecutive carrying cut the policy of’ 


appoint a fulltime insurance com-| the board.” 
missioner to administer the de-| Lane 





the part-time 


opposed 


|of Texas out of all the 


board plan. He said a board work- 
ing full time was needed “to con- 
trol the insurance monopoly 
which set out to mulct the people 
money 


they can stand on insurance.” He} 


described the industry as having 
“organized its own monopoly un- 
der the Capitol dome.” 

The senator from Center also 
deplored the fact that Senator 
Charles Herring’s bill giving the 
courts clear authority in handling 
insurance liquidation matters had 
not been pushed through as 
“must” legislation. He said he 
looked forward to the day when 
“the people of Texas have had 
enough and say that anti-trust 
and monopoly laws should apply 
to insurance companies, too.” 

Voting against the bill in the 
Senate were Bracewell, Harde- 


man, Moore, Smith, Wood, Fuller, 
Parkhouse, and Ratliff. 


On the House floor Rep. Obie! 


| Jones, Austin, asked: “Do you 
think it’s right for one governor 
to have three appointments on 
one board?” But Rep. Bob Sut- 
ton, Dallas, said, “Let’s give our 
Governor an opportunity to carry 
out his promises.”’ 

IN TENDERING his resigna- 
tion, Osorio told Governor Daniel 
that the present commission had 
secured the “professional and ex- 
pert services of the Texas Re- 
search League” to make a study 
on all aspects of the insurance 
department operations. He said, 
“I hope your new appointees will 
allow this study to continue as I 
feel it will be of great value not 
only to the public but to the in- 
dustry as well. 








‘A Wonderful 


AUSTIN 

“This has been a wonderful 
utility session,’ observed 
Senator Andy Rogers of Chil- 
dress. “If I’ve ever seen a 
utility payday this is it.” 

His remarks came as the Sen- 
ate passed Rep. Barefoot San- 
ders’s bill exempting the Texas 
Utilities Company of Dallas from 
paying $250,000 a year in fran- 
chise taxes. 


Sanders and Sen. Dorsey Har- 
deman, San Angelo, sponsor of 
the bill in the Senate, pushed it 
on grounds it relieved the state’s 
only utility holding company 
from “double taxation.’’ The com- 
panies it owns also pay franchise 


taxes. 


Utility Session’ 


Rogers also referred to private 
utilities influence which reversed 
the Senate’s stand in support of a 
bill favored by the Rural Electri- 
fication Cooperatives regarding 
where they can offer or continue 
service. He also was considering a 
highway right-of-way bill which 
will pay the utility companies and 
municipalities more than $30 mil- 
lion to move their lines further 
back on state right-of-way prop- 
erty, which they now use without 
cost. 


Rogers in debate on the tax ex- 
emption bill, said he didn’t “blame 
them for wanting their taxes cut, 
but who doesn’t want their taxes 





cut? What about the people?” 


“At the present time the board 
| is relicensing all companies which 
are in its opinion entitled to be 
relicensed. At the beginning of 
this relicensing program the board 
set up a detailed, strict, compre- 
hensive procedure and I am hope- 
ful that all companies entitled to 
a license will be licensed before 
May 31, as required by law. 


“This program has_ brought 
about the re-evaluation of assets 
of many companies and compli- 
ance with laws heretofore ig- 
nored, In addition, periodic re- 
ports are being required on mar- 
ginal companies,” Osorio reported. 
He indicated that 167 of Texas’s 
approximately 1,400 insurance 
companies remain to be reli- 
censed. 


Wentz said, in resigning, that 
“some of my decisions during my 
tenure were sure to displease cer- 
tain influential people in the in- 
dustry and the state, and could 
not be expected to endear me to 
the selfish interests whose exces- 
sive profits were reduced. For 
example, the reduction of fire and 
extended coverage rates alone, 
which gave a $15 million annual 
saving on premiums to the public, 
is well known to the industry. 


“Regardless of the part that this 
and other similar actions may 
have had in prompting this (re- 
organization bill) legislation, I 
am proud to stand on my three- 
year record of accomplishments. 
The legislature has seen fit to 
abolish the present board. I bow 
to its decision.” 

Wentz’s resignation was effect- 
ive immediately, Osorio’s was 
for June 1. 
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